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RESPONSE 

Dear Sir: 

This communication is in response to the final Office action in the above-mentioned 
patent application, mailed on February 6, 2004. 
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Turnlund discusses a biodegradable mesh and film stent that is formed of a sheet 
of a composite mesh material formed of biodegradable high strength polymer fibers 
bonded together with a second biodegradable adhesive polymer and laminated on at least 
one side with a thin film of a third biodegradable polymer (see abstract). Turnlund 
discusses heating the stents during lamination at Col. 7, lines 30-35. Turnlund does not 
discuss treating the stents with the combination of annealing and gamma irradiation. 

Relative to the rejection of claim 50, the Office action has not established that 
Turnlund teaches or suggests anything beyond what has already be taught by Hogan and 
Stack- Taken as such, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claim 50, on 
the stated grounds, be withdrawn. 

In view of the present amendments and remarks, Applicants submit that the 
outstanding rejections have been either overcome or should otherwise be withdrawn. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned, at the Examiner's 
convenience, should the Examiner have any questions regarding this communication or 
the present patent application* 
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